The first haciendas—residental/commercial estates with a focus on farming, ranching or min-
ing—vre built n the carly 1500s. The hacienda system was the economic backbone of rural Mexico for
hundreds of years, reaching its peak during the henequen boom of the late-19th and early-20h cen-

turies. After the Mexican Revolution of 1910, many haciendas were deserted and left to decay. Now,

thanks to a resurgence of interest in preserving the past, they are being sought out and restored.
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‘While haciendas vary in appearance depending on when, where and for whom they were built, those in

the [ ——

structed of stacked rubble stone, often salvaged from Mayan ruins; open portales designed to provide shade

and iged in a conti ith ali dmum air circulation.



